Saginaw is Open for Business!
Thank you for signing up for the Saginaw Economic Development Newsletter.
Saginaw is a growing community as is the area that surrounds us. Strategic planning,
development activity and positive forward progress is occurring at a rapid pace. This
newsletter delivers information regarding the current economic development activity
in our great community.
Additional information may be found on the Saginaw Economic Development
Department website at www.SaginawEcoDev.org.

A Message from the Economic
Development Department
“Hey, I Want <Insert Business Name>
To Be Here!”
Business recruitment is a lot like sales. It requires a
lot of persistence. Staff spends time finding the right
business, the right person to talk with, and time
trying to convince “X” business on why they should
invest in Saginaw, Texas, for their next business
location.
As you know, restaurants (especially sit-down) and entertainment venues, are desired

both by residents and by the Mayor and City Council of Saginaw. Staff is working
diligently to delivering these projects in the future. However, not every vacant piece of
property in the city is suitable for a sit-down restaurant or entertainment venue.
We hear two common questions and criticisms related to development.
“There are a number of properties in Saginaw that are unoccupied. Why
are we not putting businesses there?” The property owners own the
property and they have the right to sell their property or not. A transaction
requires both a willing seller and a willing buyer.
“There are a number of properties in Saginaw that are unoccupied. Why
can’t they stay as green-space?” Land that is buildable will generally not
remain as green-space, mostly because private property owners will sell land
at a price that is most favorable. An example is Willow Creek Park, which is
located entirely in flood plain (non-buildable) land. A Parks and Trails Master
Plan update has begun to identify (and hopefully increase, over time) parcels
of land for future parks, trails, and open space amenities.
We want to hear your questions, comments, and thoughts.
Contact us to chat!
You can contact Keith Rinehart, Director of Community
& Economic Development at 817-230-0331 or by email
at krinehart@saginawtx.org
You can also contact City Manager, Gabe Reaume at
817-230-0324 or by email at greaume@saginawtx.org
As the statement goes, “Patience is a virtue.” Things are finally starting to happen in
Saginaw, Texas, and more of what you requested is on its way. The future is very
bright and exciting for Saginaw. We just ask for your patience and understanding.
The City of Saginaw leadership is focused on providing a pro-business environment
and a great location for families, recreation, workforce, business and industry. With
new development, redevelopment, and taking care of our existing businesses, these
are certainly some exciting and historic times for Saginaw Texas.
Sincerely,

Keith C. Rinehart
City of Saginaw, Texas
Director of Community & Economic Development
817-230-0331 ~ krinehart@saginawtx.org

The ABC's of Saginaw - 2021 Bond
Election

In 2019, the Saginaw City Council, with public input, began a process of prioritizing
the long term needs of city facilities and infrastructure and identifying methods to pay
for these improvements. A roundtable event was held in 2018 to solicit ideas and
comments from citizens, business owners and civic leaders.

Once specific projects were identified, the City Council appointed a Citizen’s Bond
Committee to review and prioritize the projects for a potential bond election. The
volunteers that formed this committee met multiple times over a three month period
and spent many hours hearing from professional consultants including architects,
engineers and finance professionals regarding public safety, buildings, streets, parks
and drainage issues.
In November 2019, the Citizen’s Bond Committee provided the City Council with a
prioritized list of projects totaling $100,000,000 for long term planning and
construction. The number one priority was construction of a new central fire station.
The City was able to issue debt in 2020 to design and construct this project and it is
on schedule to begin construction this spring.
The City Council evaluated the other recommendations from the Citizen’s Bond
Committee and voted to hold a bond election on May 1, 2021 for voter approval of
funds to improve streets, parks, a library and a senior citizen center. The propositions
and bond amounts are shown below.

PROPOSITION A: Street and Roadway Improvements $37,550,000
Knowles Drive - Phase 1 (Edwards to Woodcrest. Intersection Improvement at
WJ Boaz)
Knowles-McLeroy Blvd Intersection Improvement including eliminating the lowwater crossing on West McLeroy Blvd.
Knowles Drive - Phase 2 (Woodcrest to McLeroy Blvd)
Knowles Drive - Phase 3 (McLeroy Blvd to Longhorn)
West McLeroy Blvd - Phase 3 (Saginaw Blvd. to Knowles)
West McLeroy Blvd - Phase 4 (Knowles to Old Decatur)
Future Projects will include sidewalk enhancements

PROPOSITION B: Parks Improvements and New Senior
Center - $11,200,000
Park Improvements (Trails, Playgrounds and Park Amenities)
Specific improvements will be recommended by the Parks Advisory
Board.
New Senior Center
10,000 +/- square feet
Location: W. McLeroy Blvd. north of Opal Dr.
Includes outdoor activity space

PROPOSITION C: New Library - $18,700,000
New Library
30,000 +/- square feet
Location: W. McLeroy Blvd. north of Opal Dr.
Includes outdoor activity space

TOTAL OF BOND PROPOSITIONS: $67,450,000
For more information about the 2021 Bond Election and Propositions, check
out www.SaginawTXBond2021.org or www.SaginawTx.org.

Click here: www.SaginawTXBond2021.org

Saginaw Launches Comprehensive Plan
Update and Community Survey

The City of Saginaw is growing, and
we are beginning the process of
updating our Comprehensive Plan. We
want to hear from residents,
employees,
visitors,
and
other
stakeholders about opinions and
satisfaction levels with Saginaw.
Feedback is key to a successful
Comprehensive Plan Update, which includes what should be preserved, what can be
improved, and what the unified vision for Saginaw’s future could look like.
There is a project website that has been created to keep the community informed of
the planning efforts and also to gather valuable community feedback along the way:
PlanSaginaw.com! The first engagement opportunity on PlanSaginaw.com is one of
the most important: a Saginaw Community Survey. The Survey will provide the City,
planning team, stakeholders, and the community at large with an understanding of
impressions of Saginaw and what we should aim to achieve moving forward. More
options to collaborate will be provided throughout the process so be sure to head
there today to provide feedback on the Survey, and subscribe for updates with your
email address to keep posted on new engagement opportunities and project
information.
The hashtags #PlanSaginaw and #SaginawTX will be used to coordinate social
media chatter about the planning effort and allow for easy social media searching for
someone who is interested in what is happening in Saginaw. The feedback and ideas
gathered from the Survey will be analyzed to guide the Comprehensive Plan and
other City planning efforts so it is important to help spread the word! Feel free to
utilize these two hashtags together to join the conversation.
“We are a strong and unique community,” said Mayor Todd Flippo. “The Saginaw
Comprehensive Plan Update will help us identify what we are doing right in our city
and what we can improve on in the future. Thank you in advance for your participation
throughout this planning process. I look forward to learning more about what people
are seeing as Saginaw’s strengths, weaknesses, challenges, and opportunities.”
The Survey will take approximately five minutes to complete, but it could take a few
minutes longer if extra thought is put into the questions and your responses. City
leadership is looking forward to seeing all the unique perspectives and ideas, and the
Survey Summary will be posted on PlanSaginaw.com in March 2021.

The Survey is available at PlanSaginaw.com through Monday,
February 22, 2021!

NEW: #ShoutoutSaginaw
Shout out about your best restaurant or local business experience in Saginaw
TX! Let's keep our local Saginaw restaurants and businesses thriving. The City of
Saginaw challenges you to write a positive review about a local business or
restaurant where you've had a good experience over the past month. Don't forget to
tag it with #ShoutoutSaginaw & #ShopSaginawTX.
Here's an example:
"Shout out to (insert company name) for delivering the best ((item name) by
(delivery/pick-up)".
"This company went above and beyond and the (product/food) was fantastic!
(insert Company name and URL)" #ShoutoutSaginaw #ShopSaginawTX
Support your local Saginaw TX businesses. They need us...we need them!

Governor Abbott’s Small Business
Webinar - February 17

Updates on the New Round of PPP Funding
When: Wednesday, February 17, 2021, 1:00 - 2:00 PM Central Time
Where: Online Webinar
About: Join us for the next Governor's Small Business Webinar for an update on the
new round of Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) funding and other recovery
resources through the U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA). Our panel of
experts, including senior executives from the SBA and Small Business Development
Centers, will provide up-to-date information on the PPP application process, loan
forgiveness and other pandemic assistance for Texas small businesses and
entrepreneurs. The virtual event will also feature a live Q&A with our expert panel.
Click here to join the webinar!

Saginaw Sales Tax Revenues - December
2020

Shop Saginaw Businesses Today, So They
Will Be Here Tomorrow!

“Shop Locally...Shop Saginaw!" is a simple concept designed to encourage
customers/residents to purchase products and services locally. The objectives of the
initiative are to:
Support and strengthen locally owned, independent business and local jobs.
Preserve and enhance our unique shopping areas.
Re-circulate more dollars in our community to promote a strong local
economy.
By doing so, you are supporting your community, local merchants, their employees,
and frankly, yourself! Small businesses play integral parts in the Saginaw economy
and are the backbone of our great community. When you spend money at a privately
owned Saginaw store, that money goes to pay a worker in your neighborhood, who,

in turn, is likely to spend money at another neighborhood business. Shopping and
dining in Saginaw, makes "cents" for all who live here!
In light of the recent pandemic, our Saginaw local businesses had to modify their
hours and the ways they served our community. YOU made a difference. Because of
YOU, our local Saginaw Businesses benefited which helps keep our community
strong.
Here are some ways that you made a difference:
You Shopped Online or Called. Did you know that when you order from
Amazon from your home, the sales tax from that order stays in Saginaw or the
community that you ordered it from instead of the corporate headquarters?
You Ordered Delivery or Picked-up. Who said social distancing could not be
delicious? You visited their website or called them.
You Bought a Gift Card from your favorite local businesses to use later.
Your timely purchase made a huge difference!
We hope you will continue to join us in
supporting your local Saginaw businesses
through these challenging times. Together,
we can keep Saginaw vibrant. Thank you
for supporting Saginaw, Texas USA!\
**BOTTOM LINE: They need us. We need
them.

Saginaw Texas is Moving, Shaking and
Candlestick Making!
Well maybe not candlestick making, but the dirt is definitely moving and shaking in
Saginaw. Currently, we have as many as five (5) potential new major developments
that we are working on all in different phases. Four (4) of those are mixed-use
developments with single-family, multi-family, restaurant and retail. While each are in
different stages of development, all are moving forward. You will certainly see some
dirt move in 2021.
In addition, we are getting some good solid interest from retail and restaurants that
have
either
expressed
interest
in
coming
to
Saginaw,
currently
considering/investigating Saginaw as a location, or at least putting Saginaw TX on
their radar. While the COVID-19 Pandemic has certainly slowed things down, we are
finding that businesses do want to be in Saginaw Texas. Several retail/restaurant
businesses are showing signs to move forward but are waiting for the future
developments to begin. All are in different stages of consideration and radar. Also,
each meet the types of requests received from Saginaw residents taken at the
Citizen’s Summit, Citizen Survey (conducted by the Economic Development
Department in 2019) and via word of mouth.
Here are some new development/construction updates from around town:

UCD MIXED-USE DEVELOPMENT
(SW corner of Blue Mound Rd and
Bailey Boswell Rd):
This mixed use development is located in Northeast
Saginaw on the southwest corner of Blue Mound
Road (156) and East Bailey Boswell Road (map).
This property will feature Retail, Restaurant and
Multi-family apartments.

GOLDEN CHICK:
Golden Chick is being constructed at
the NE corner of N. Old Decatur Road
and Bailey Boswell Rd. Check out this
time-lapse video of construction. Take a
gander!

THE LODGE OF SAGINAW HEALTH
& WELLNESS:
Dirt is moving on Saginaw’s newest addition: The
Lodge of Saginaw Health & Wellness. This will be
a state-of-the-art skilled nursing and rehabilitation
facility on West McLeroy Blvd. More details are
coming soon!

THE EDITION SENIOR LIVING (West
McLeroy Blvd):
Construction has begun on an Independent
Retirement Living, Assisted Living & Memory Care
Community located just West of Business 287 on
W McLeroy Ave, East of N. Knowles Dr.

Let’s All Welcome the Blue Mound Café to
Saginaw Texas!
This is Saginaw’s latest family-style, sit-down
restaurant of hopefully many more to come. The
Blue Mound Café, located at 5401 Blue Mound Rd
in Southern Saginaw (in the old Dixie House Café
building), prides themselves on offering exceptional
customer service, scratch made food at an
affordable price, and service with a smile. They
offer Dine-in, Carry-out and No-contact delivery.
As you know, restaurants (especially sit-down) and entertainment venues, are desired
both by residents and by the Mayor and City Council of Saginaw. Our residents
spoke at the Citizen’s Summit in 2018, a Citizen’s Restaurant/Retail Survey in 2019
and via daily word of mouth asking for more sit-down restaurants and “mom & pop”
restaurants and we listened.
For
more
information,
you
can
call
682-250-2216,
email
bluemoundcafe@gmail.com or check out www.facebook.com/bluemoundcafe.

at

The Food Truck Park at the Saginaw
Switchyard
In the early Summer of 2020, the City of
Saginaw opened our new Saginaw
Switchyard Food Truck Park at the
southern end of Knowles Drive near the
tennis courts. It's a tough thing to open
anything during a pandemic, but we did.
Popularity has grown immensely even
during this pandemic. Every Friday is
“Foodie Friday” at the Saginaw
Switchyard. The food is amazing and it's in Saginaw Texas!
Let’s support these food trucks so that we can encourage more trucks to come out in
the future. Stay tuned to http://SaginawTx.org/1288/ for updates to the Food
Truck calendar and for more details about the individual trucks.
Wear a face mask/covering, socially distance y’all, and we will see you at the park!

City of Saginaw Building Improvement
Grant (BIG) Update
This
program
(through
the
Economic
Development Department) provides matching
grants to reimburse commercial property owners
or business operators for eligible enhancements
made to their properties.
Who is this program for? Any commercial

business in the City of Saginaw that is looking to
enhance their existing site visually, or in ways
that increase the viability of the property for
business use. This includes uses allowed in the
zoning classifications: Community Commercial,
Neighborhood Commercial, Office Professional,
Light Industrial, Heavy Industrial, and within
Planned Developments.
Below is an example of a previous Building
Improvement Grant at Julien & Lambert Photography who requested $5,000 to
improve their existing building.
For more information about this amazing program and to see the results of our 17
grant recipients, check out http://saginawecodev.org/.

We Are Reinvesting in Saginaw Texas!

Saginaw Online Business Directory
Your Economic Development staff recently
created a new section on the City's websites
(www.SaginawEcoDev.org)
listing
all
businesses in Saginaw. Each individual listing
is by type of business and includes name,
address, phone, map/location and web
address.
Check
it
out
directly
at
http://ci.saginaw.tx.us/1258/Business-Directory.

City of Saginaw, Texas
Economic Development Department
333 West McLeroy Blvd.
Saginaw, Texas 76179
krinehart@saginawtx.org
817-230-0331

Follow Us! Friend Us! Check Us Out!







